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G-rowth. of 3*anguage, its true meaning1.

We now have to consider once more that important
principle which underlies the growth of language,
whether it takes place by phonetic decay or by dia-
lectic regeneration, namely that such growth is entirely
beyond the control of individual speakers. When we
speak of laws, or rules, or tendencies which control the
growth of language, what we really mean is simply
that they control those who speak the language, and
that their sway is often as irresistible as the sway
of natural laws.

History of Lang'Tiag'e, its true meaning1.

But though it is wrong to speak of a history of
language, if we take history in its strict sense, as
referring always to the actions of free agents, I am
quite ready to admit that growth also is by no 1110*111*
free from objections, if we take it in its proper sense,
as applying1 to the development of organic bomga
only. We speak, however, of the growth of the HUC-
cessive strata of the earth, and we know what wo
mean by it; and it IB in this sense, but not in the
sense of growth as applied to a tree, that wo have
a right to speak of the growth of language. If that
modification which takes place in time by continually
new combinations of given elements, which withdraws
itself from the control of free agents, and can in tin*
end be recognised as the result of natural agoneieB.
may bo called growth; and if so defined we may
apply it to the growth of the crust of tho earth, the
same word in the same sense will be applicable to
language, and will justify us, I think, in removing